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chair, Mr. YOUNG of Iowa, Chair of the 
Committee of the Whole House on the 
state of the Union, reported that that 
Committee, having had under consider-
ation the bill (H.R. 1732) to preserve ex-
isting rights and responsibilities with 
respect to waters of the United States, 
and for other purposes, had come to no 
resolution thereon. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair 
will postpone further proceedings 
today on motions to suspend the rules 
on which a recorded vote or the yeas 
and nays are ordered, or on which the 
vote incurs objection under clause 6 of 
rule XX. 

Record votes on postponed questions 
will be taken later. 

f 

RAFAEL RAMOS AND WENJIAN LIU 
NATIONAL BLUE ALERT ACT OF 
2015 
Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, I 

move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (S. 665) to encourage, enhance, and 
integrate Blue Alert plans throughout 
the United States in order to dissemi-
nate information when a law enforce-
ment officer is seriously injured or 
killed in the line of duty, is missing in 
connection with the officer’s official 
duties, or an imminent and credible 
threat that an individual intends to 
cause the serious injury or death of a 
law enforcement officer is received, 
and for other purposes. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

S. 665 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Rafael 
Ramos and Wenjian Liu National Blue Alert 
Act of 2015’’. 
SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS. 

In this Act: 
(1) COORDINATOR.—The term ‘‘Coordinator’’ 

means the Blue Alert Coordinator of the De-
partment of Justice designated under section 
4(a). 

(2) BLUE ALERT.—The term ‘‘Blue Alert’’ 
means information sent through the network 
relating to— 

(A) the serious injury or death of a law en-
forcement officer in the line of duty; 

(B) an officer who is missing in connection 
with the officer’s official duties; or 

(C) an imminent and credible threat that 
an individual intends to cause the serious in-
jury or death of a law enforcement officer. 

(3) BLUE ALERT PLAN.—The term ‘‘Blue 
Alert plan’’ means the plan of a State, unit 
of local government, or Federal agency par-
ticipating in the network for the dissemina-
tion of information received as a Blue Alert. 

(4) LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER.—The term 
‘‘law enforcement officer’’ shall have the 
same meaning as in section 1204 of the Omni-
bus Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 
1968 (42 U.S.C. 3796b). 

(5) NETWORK.—The term ‘‘network’’ means 
the Blue Alert communications network es-
tablished by the Attorney General under sec-
tion 3. 

(6) STATE.—The term ‘‘State’’ means each 
of the 50 States, the District of Columbia, 
Puerto Rico, the United States Virgin Is-
lands, Guam, American Samoa, and the Com-
monwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands. 
SEC. 3. BLUE ALERT COMMUNICATIONS NET-

WORK. 
The Attorney General shall establish a na-

tional Blue Alert communications network 
within the Department of Justice to issue 
Blue Alerts through the initiation, facilita-
tion, and promotion of Blue Alert plans, in 
coordination with States, units of local gov-
ernment, law enforcement agencies, and 
other appropriate entities. 
SEC. 4. BLUE ALERT COORDINATOR; GUIDE-

LINES. 
(a) COORDINATION WITHIN DEPARTMENT OF 

JUSTICE.—The Attorney General shall assign 
an existing officer of the Department of Jus-
tice to act as the national coordinator of the 
Blue Alert communications network. 

(b) DUTIES OF THE COORDINATOR.—The Co-
ordinator shall— 

(1) provide assistance to States and units 
of local government that are using Blue 
Alert plans; 

(2) establish voluntary guidelines for 
States and units of local government to use 
in developing Blue Alert plans that will pro-
mote compatible and integrated Blue Alert 
plans throughout the United States, includ-
ing— 

(A) a list of the resources necessary to es-
tablish a Blue Alert plan; 

(B) criteria for evaluating whether a situa-
tion warrants issuing a Blue Alert; 

(C) guidelines to protect the privacy, dig-
nity, independence, and autonomy of any law 
enforcement officer who may be the subject 
of a Blue Alert and the family of the law en-
forcement officer; 

(D) guidelines that a Blue Alert should 
only be issued with respect to a law enforce-
ment officer if— 

(i) the law enforcement agency involved— 
(I) confirms— 
(aa) the death or serious injury of the law 

enforcement officer; or 
(bb) the attack on the law enforcement of-

ficer and that there is an indication of the 
death or serious injury of the officer; or 

(II) concludes that the law enforcement of-
ficer is missing in connection with the offi-
cer’s official duties; 

(ii) there is an indication of serious injury 
to or death of the law enforcement officer; 

(iii) the suspect involved has not been ap-
prehended; and 

(iv) there is sufficient descriptive informa-
tion of the suspect involved and any relevant 
vehicle and tag numbers; 

(E) guidelines that a Blue Alert should 
only be issued with respect to a threat to 
cause death or serious injury to a law en-
forcement officer if— 

(i) a law enforcement agency involved con-
firms that the threat is imminent and cred-
ible; 

(ii) at the time of receipt of the threat, the 
suspect is wanted by a law enforcement 
agency; 

(iii) the suspect involved has not been ap-
prehended; and 

(iv) there is sufficient descriptive informa-
tion of the suspect involved and any relevant 
vehicle and tag numbers; 

(F) guidelines— 
(i) that information should be provided to 

the National Crime Information Center data-
base operated by the Federal Bureau of In-
vestigation under section 534 of title 28, 
United States Code, and any relevant crime 
information repository of the State involved, 
relating to— 

(I) a law enforcement officer who is seri-
ously injured or killed in the line of duty; or 

(II) an imminent and credible threat to 
cause the serious injury or death of a law en-
forcement officer; 

(ii) that a Blue Alert should, to the max-
imum extent practicable (as determined by 
the Coordinator in consultation with law en-
forcement agencies of States and units of 
local governments), be limited to the geo-
graphic areas most likely to facilitate the 
apprehension of the suspect involved or 
which the suspect could reasonably reach, 
which should not be limited to State lines; 

(iii) for law enforcement agencies of States 
or units of local government to develop plans 
to communicate information to neighboring 
States to provide for seamless communica-
tion of a Blue Alert; and 

(iv) providing that a Blue Alert should be 
suspended when the suspect involved is ap-
prehended or when the law enforcement 
agency involved determines that the Blue 
Alert is no longer effective; and 

(G) guidelines for— 
(i) the issuance of Blue Alerts through the 

network; and 
(ii) the extent of the dissemination of 

alerts issued through the network; 
(3) develop protocols for efforts to appre-

hend suspects that address activities during 
the period beginning at the time of the ini-
tial notification of a law enforcement agency 
that a suspect has not been apprehended and 
ending at the time of apprehension of a sus-
pect or when the law enforcement agency in-
volved determines that the Blue Alert is no 
longer effective, including protocols regu-
lating— 

(A) the use of public safety communica-
tions; 

(B) command center operations; and 
(C) incident review, evaluation, debriefing, 

and public information procedures; 
(4) work with States to ensure appropriate 

regional coordination of various elements of 
the network; 

(5) establish an advisory group to assist 
States, units of local government, law en-
forcement agencies, and other entities in-
volved in the network with initiating, facili-
tating, and promoting Blue Alert plans, 
which shall include— 

(A) to the maximum extent practicable, 
representation from the various geographic 
regions of the United States; and 

(B) members who are— 
(i) representatives of a law enforcement or-

ganization representing rank-and-file offi-
cers; 

(ii) representatives of other law enforce-
ment agencies and public safety communica-
tions; 

(iii) broadcasters, first responders, dis-
patchers, and radio station personnel; and 

(iv) representatives of any other individ-
uals or organizations that the Coordinator 
determines are necessary to the success of 
the network; 

(6) act as the nationwide point of contact 
for— 

(A) the development of the network; and 
(B) regional coordination of Blue Alerts 

through the network; and 
(7) determine— 
(A) what procedures and practices are in 

use for notifying law enforcement and the 
public when— 

(i) a law enforcement officer is killed or se-
riously injured in the line of duty; 

(ii) a law enforcement officer is missing in 
connection with the officer’s official duties; 
and 

(iii) an imminent and credible threat to 
kill or seriously injure a law enforcement of-
ficer is received; and 

(B) which of the procedures and practices 
are effective and that do not require the ex-
penditure of additional resources to imple-
ment. 
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(c) LIMITATIONS.— 
(1) VOLUNTARY PARTICIPATION.—The guide-

lines established under subsection (b)(2), pro-
tocols developed under subsection (b)(3), and 
other programs established under subsection 
(b), shall not be mandatory. 

(2) DISSEMINATION OF INFORMATION.—The 
guidelines established under subsection (b)(2) 
shall, to the maximum extent practicable (as 
determined by the Coordinator in consulta-
tion with law enforcement agencies of States 
and units of local government), provide that 
appropriate information relating to a Blue 
Alert is disseminated to the appropriate offi-
cials of law enforcement agencies, public 
health agencies, and other agencies. 

(3) PRIVACY AND CIVIL LIBERTIES PROTEC-
TIONS.—The guidelines established under 
subsection (b) shall— 

(A) provide mechanisms that ensure that 
Blue Alerts comply with all applicable Fed-
eral, State, and local privacy laws and regu-
lations; and 

(B) include standards that specifically pro-
vide for the protection of the civil liberties, 
including the privacy, of law enforcement of-
ficers who are seriously injured or killed in 
the line of duty, is missing in connection 
with the officer’s official duties, or who are 
threatened with death or serious injury, and 
the families of the officers. 

(d) COOPERATION WITH OTHER AGENCIES.— 
The Coordinator shall cooperate with the 
Secretary of Homeland Security, the Sec-
retary of Transportation, the Chairman of 
the Federal Communications Commission, 
and appropriate offices of the Department of 
Justice in carrying out activities under this 
Act. 

(e) RESTRICTIONS ON COORDINATOR.—The 
Coordinator may not— 

(1) perform any official travel for the sole 
purpose of carrying out the duties of the Co-
ordinator; 

(2) lobby any officer of a State regarding 
the funding or implementation of a Blue 
Alert plan; or 

(3) host a conference focused solely on the 
Blue Alert program that requires the expend-
iture of Federal funds. 

(f) REPORTS.—Not later than 1 year after 
the date of enactment of this Act, and annu-
ally thereafter, the Coordinator shall submit 
to Congress a report on the activities of the 
Coordinator and the effectiveness and status 
of the Blue Alert plans that are in effect or 
being developed. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Virginia (Mr. GOODLATTE) and the gen-
tlewoman from Texas (Ms. JACKSON 
LEE) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Virginia. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days within 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous mate-
rials on S. 665, currently under consid-
eration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Virginia? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

This week in Washington, D.C., we 
are celebrating National Police Week. 
This annual tradition, which draws 
tens of thousands of law enforcement 
officers from around the country, is a 

time to celebrate the critical role that 
police play in maintaining a free and 
safe society. It is also a time to mourn 
our Nation’s fallen heroes. 

Last year, 127 men and women gave 
their lives while protecting Americans’ 
public safety, including three officers 
in my home State of Virginia. The av-
erage age of these fallen officers is just 
40 years old, which is too young to be 
taken from their loved ones. 

The Blue Alert system, which is cur-
rently in place in 20 States, is a cooper-
ative effort among local, State, and 
Federal authorities, law enforcement 
agencies, and the general public. 

S. 665, the Rafael Ramos and Wenjian 
Liu National Blue Alert Act of 2015, 
seeks to expand on these existing pro-
grams by encouraging an enhanced na-
tionwide system for the distribution of 
time-sensitive information to help 
identify and locate a violent suspect 
when a law enforcement officer is in-
jured or killed in the line of duty or 
when there is an imminent and credible 
threat against an officer. 

Similar to the AMBER Alerts for 
missing children and Silver Alerts for 
missing seniors, Blue Alerts broadcast 
information about suspects, including 
a description of an offender who is still 
at large and, if available, a description 
of the offender’s vehicle and license 
plate information. Like AMBER 
Alerts, Blue Alerts are intended to 
hinder the offender’s ability to escape 
and will facilitate their capture. 

S. 665 directs the Justice Department 
to designate an existing employee as 
the Blue Alert national coordinator, 
who will establish voluntary guidelines 
for the program and encourage those 
States that have not already done so to 
develop Blue Alert plans. 

The House has passed similar 
versions of this legislation in the past 
two Congresses, but those bills were 
not taken up by the Senate. 

The version of the Blue Alert bill 
that we consider today is different for 
two important reasons: 

First, unlike the Blue Alert bills 
from prior Congresses that passed this 
body only to wither away in the Sen-
ate, S. 665 will be sent directly to the 
President’s desk for signature fol-
lowing House passage. I urge him to 
sign this legislation without delay. 

Second, S. 665 is named after New 
York City Police Officers Rafael 
Ramos and Wenjian Liu, who, in De-
cember 2014, were murdered in cold 
blood by a malevolent killer who trav-
eled from Baltimore to Brooklyn with 
the stated intention of shooting police 
officers. 

Officer Ramos left behind a wife and 
13-year-old son. Officer Liu left behind 
his wife of just 2 months. This bill, a 
tribute to their service and sacrifice, 
will hopefully spare other families 
from the pain of losing a loved one. 

I thank Senator CARDIN, Mr. 
REICHERT of Washington, and the many 
bipartisan cosponsors of both the 
House and Senate bills for their work 
on this important legislation. I also 

thank the many outside law enforce-
ment organizations that have tirelessly 
promoted the Blue Alert program over 
the past several years. 

This bill reaffirms Congress’ commit-
ment to ensure the safety of the men 
and women in our Nation’s law enforce-
ment communities and the citizens 
they serve and protect every day. 

I urge my colleagues to support this 
bipartisan legislation, and I reserve the 
balance of my time. 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Let me thank Chairman GOODLATTE 
and Ranking Member CONYERS of the 
Judiciary Committee for this timely 
presentation and the offering of this 
legislation on the floor this week, 
which is a time to commemorate and 
mourn and to uphold the Nation’s law 
enforcement. It is a very important 
statement that we make today on the 
floor of the House. 

As a senior member of the House Ju-
diciary Committee, a ranking member 
of the Subcommittee on Crime, Ter-
rorism, Homeland Security, and Inves-
tigations, and yes, as a Member of Con-
gress from Houston, which has one of 
the Nation’s most effective police de-
partments, and as a cosponsor of the 
House companion measure, I rise in 
strong support of S. 665, the Rafael 
Ramos and Wenjian Liu National Blue 
Alert Act of 2015. 

I, too, thank Senator CARDIN, Con-
gressman REICHERT, and my colleague 
and friend, Congressman PASCRELL. I 
am also a cosponsor. I thank them for 
their particular leadership on this bill. 

Every day, more than 900,000 officers 
protect and serve the people of the 
United States. On average, one law en-
forcement officer is killed in the line of 
duty every 58 hours. Each year, there is 
an average of 58,930 assaults on our law 
enforcement officers, resulting in 15,404 
injuries. 

Just yesterday, in Hattiesburg, Mis-
sissippi, the community held a memo-
rial for two dedicated public servants 
fatally shot during a traffic stop on 
Saturday night. 

Married and the father of two, Ben-
jamin Deen, a 34-year-old canine offi-
cer, was recognized in 2012 as the Hat-
tiesburg Officer of the Year. Liquori 
Tate, just 25 years old, fulfilled a child-
hood dream when he graduated from 
the police academy and joined the po-
lice force less than 1 year ago. Many of 
us heard the sympathetic and emo-
tional outpouring by his family of his 
love of being a law enforcement officer. 

For the community of Hattiesburg, 
the senseless deaths of on-duty officers 
are the first in three decades. Hatties-
burg is not alone, however, in these 
tragic developments. Law enforcement 
fatalities in the U.S. rose 24 percent in 
2014, reversing 2 years of significant de-
cline. 

The number of law enforcement offi-
cers killed in the line of duty rose from 
102 in 2013 to 126 in 2014. Statistics re-
leased yesterday by the FBI show that 
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51 law enforcement officers were feloni-
ously killed in the line of duty in 2014. 
This is an increase of almost 89 percent 
when compared to the 27 killed in 2013. 
Of those 51 felonious deaths, offenders 
used firearms in 46 of them. 

Just 1 day before this tragedy in Mis-
sissippi, Officer Brian Moore was laid 
to rest thousands of miles away in 
Long Island, New York. After 6 p.m. on 
a Saturday, Moore and his partner 
came upon the gunman. After identi-
fying himself as a police officer and 
asking the gunman about the object in 
his waistband, the gunman fatally shot 
Moore in the face. 

Moore was 20 years old when he 
joined the New York Police Depart-
ment. After over 5 years of service, he 
earned two Meritorious Police Duty 
medals and two Excellent Police Duty 
medals. He died several days after he 
was shot. 

b 1730 
The killing of Officer Moore in New 

York City comes on the heels of the 
December killings of New York Police 
Department Officers Rafael Ramos and 
Wenjian Liu, for whom this legislation 
before us memorializes. These officers 
were killed on a Saturday afternoon 
while sitting in their parked patrol car 
by a man who shared his intent to kill 
police officers on social media. 

This man traveled from Maryland to 
New York to execute his plan; and, un-
fortunately, at the same time Mary-
land authorities were warning the 
NYPD of this threat, Officers Ramos 
and Liu were being assassinated. 

Benjamin Deen, Liquori Tate, Brian 
Moore, Rafael Ramos, and Wenjian Liu 
and other fallen heroes join the more 
than 20,000 U.S. law enforcement offi-
cers who have made the ultimate sac-
rifice since the first known line-of-duty 
death in 1791, nearly 1,700 of whom hail 
from my home State of Texas and 121 
from the Houston Police Department. 

The brave men and women who risk 
their lives to keep the peace and keep 
us safe are too often taken by the vio-
lence they are working to prevent. 
When a law enforcement officer is seri-
ously injured or killed, rapid dissemi-
nation of information about the sus-
pected criminal is critical to ensuring 
justice for that officer and keeping the 
public safe. 

Here lies the opportunity for this im-
portant legislation. The Blue Alert 
System is modeled after the AMBER 
Alert and the Silver Alert. Currently, 
22 States, including my home State of 
Texas, have local Blue Alert programs 
in operation. 

The gist of this legislation is to pro-
vide for the coordination and the provi-
sions for other States to participate 
and to help other States participate in 
a Blue Alert plan. This Blue Alert plan, 
I hope, will save lives or will, in es-
sence, save and protect law enforce-
ment officers or bring their perpe-
trator, tragically, of their death, to 
justice. 

This is an important statement this 
week as we mourn those who have fall-

en in the service of their country as 
law enforcement officers. This is an 
important action, if you will, to tell 
the families of these officers that we 
care. I hope my colleagues will join us 
in supporting this legislation. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, it is 
my pleasure to yield such time as he 
may consume to the gentleman from 
Washington (Mr. REICHERT), the chief 
sponsor of the companion House legis-
lation. 

Mr. REICHERT. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the chairman for yielding generous 
time for my comments. I also want to 
thank you for your strong support for 
this legislation, and I take a moment 
also to thank Ms. JACKSON LEE for her 
strong words of support. Her passion 
was evident and felt in her words. 

This is a very close topic to my 
heart, very near and dear to me. I 
think, as most Members in this body 
know, I spent 33 years in law enforce-
ment before I came to Congress. I have 
been here 10 years; I tell people I just 
look like I have been here 40 years, but 
I have had the blessing of serving in 
many different ways, first in the Air 
Force and now in Congress. 

Today is just an honor to stand here 
in support of this legislation because, 
this week, we have families from all 
across the country. When I arrived at 
the airport this afternoon, at 3:30, mo-
torcades were lined up to escort the 
survivors of the fallen officers, honor 
guards standing at the gates where 
people are coming off the airplanes, to 
escort the families of the fallen offi-
cers. 

These men and women risk their 
lives every day across this great Na-
tion to protect our communities, pro-
tect our families, protect our children, 
and we need to help them. This bill 
does just that because, when they leave 
home, they don’t know if they are com-
ing back. The families don’t know if 
they are coming back home that day or 
that evening. 

My own family has had that experi-
ence watching me being wheeled into a 
hospital room with stab wounds in the 
side of my neck. They learned about it 
on TV. That was back in the seventies, 
so it was a little bit different time 
back then, but it is still a dangerous 
job. 

We worked hard to work with the 
New York Police Department, the Ser-
geants Benevolent Association, and the 
Federal Law Enforcement Officers As-
sociation to rename this bill after the 
two New York police officers, Ramos 
and Liu, because this is a story where 
this Blue Alert could have made a dif-
ference. 

It could have made a difference be-
cause the suspect in this case shot his 
girlfriend in Maryland at 5:45 in the 
morning, and then at 2:45, 3 in the 
afternoon, showed up in New York, 
after posting on social media that he 
was going to make ‘‘angels out of po-
lice officers that day.’’ As Ms. JACKSON 

LEE said, the information came to 
NYPD too late. 

We think Blue Alert can make a dif-
ference. We think Blue Alert can save 
lives. We think Blue Alert can keep our 
officers safer on the streets. 

In Seattle, Washington, there is a 
community called Lakewood; and it is 
just a half an hour, 40 minutes, south 
of Seattle, the city of Lakewood. In 
2009, there were four police officers sit-
ting in a coffee shop. 

They were having a squad meeting, a 
sergeant and three police officers—Ser-
geant Renninger, Officer Owens, Officer 
Griswold, and Officer Richard—just sit-
ting there, having coffee, talking about 
what was going to happen that day, 
what they were going to focus on that 
day to keep that community safe. 

A man walked in and assassinated all 
four officers. A 2-day manhunt oc-
curred looking for that suspect, for 
that murderer, for that monster—2 
days. If we had had Blue Alert—and 
during those 2 days, that suspect is on 
the loose. He is not only a danger to 
other police officers, he is a danger to 
the entire community. We need to find 
these people as soon as possible. 

A Blue Alert—because we knew who 
this guy was, and in the New York 
case, we knew who this guy was—all we 
need to do is put the information out 
there sooner, quicker, faster, imme-
diately so we could capture these peo-
ple and put them behind bars and keep 
the community safe. 

Also, a number of years ago, in 1982, 
I lost a friend, my best friend and my 
partner, and he was shot and killed 
chasing a murder suspect. I was one of 
the cops out there for 3 days searching 
for this guy in the foothills of the Cas-
cade Mountains, about 45 minutes 
southeast of Seattle. In 1982, of course, 
we didn’t have this technology. I know 
the feeling of losing a good friend, a 
good cop, a father of five, dedicated, 
would do anything for his community. 

We have got to do everything we can 
to show support across this country for 
our cops on the street, for their fami-
lies, and this week especially, when 
you see a police officer walking around 
the Capitol Grounds, make sure you 
say thank you. Make sure you say 
thank you to the family because this is 
a loss they will never, ever forget; and 
neither will we. 

I encourage my colleagues to support 
this bill. 

I also want to make mention of a 
good friend who has worked with me on 
law enforcement issues here in this 
body, who was the mayor of Paterson, 
New Jersey. I always tell BILL PAS-
CRELL that he would have made a good 
sheriff. He is a strong supporter of law 
enforcement, first responders, and fire-
fighters. 

He and I co-chair the Law Enforce-
ment Caucus together. He is here in 
this body today, and I know he is going 
to be speaking on some of these issues 
this evening. 

He has been a good friend to law en-
forcement, and I appreciate all the 
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hard work that he has put into this bill 
and others to help support our law en-
forcement officers across this country. 

I appreciate the time. 
Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I 

thank Congressman REICHERT for his 
belief in this bill and for his statement 
of the preciousness of life of our law 
enforcement officers and our families 
who depend upon them. 

This bill, of course, in particular, 
would work with States to ensure the 
regional coordination of various ele-
ments of the network, which speaks di-
rectly to the heinous crime committed 
against the two New York police offi-
cers and someone who traveled from 
Maryland to New York. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield 4 minutes to the 
gentleman from New Jersey (Mr. PAS-
CRELL), a gentleman who lives in the 
region and who we have had the privi-
lege of working with, from COPS on 
the Beat to the Blue Alert and many 
other bills dealing with our first re-
sponders, and a cosponsor of this bill. 

Mr. PASCRELL. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank the gentlewoman. 

Anyone who listened to the gen-
tleman from Washington State, Con-
gressman REICHERT, if they have any 
doubt as to the significance, not only 
of this piece of legislation and the 
other three pieces of legislation that 
we will pursue after this, I don’t know 
what it is going to take because he was 
on the front lines. He doesn’t have to 
conjecture. 

I personally thank Chairman GOOD-
LATTE. I personally thank Ranking 
Member CONYERS and, of course, our 
brothers in the Senate, Senator 
CARDIN, Senator LINDSEY GRAHAM. 

We had a press conference in April 
and introduced this legislation. At that 
press conference was Gina Miller. Gina 
Miller was the fiancee of a Washington 
State trooper, Tony Radulescu, who 
was shot at a traffic stop in Wash-
ington State and killed. 

He went to high school in New Jer-
sey. He was a vet from the gulf war, as 
many of our police officers are. I prom-
ised Gina I would not take off the 
wristband she gave me until we pass 
this legislation. It is fitting in this 
month, when we honor all law enforce-
ment, it is fitting that we move this 
through the House of Representatives. 

I am honored to stand with Mr. 
REICHERT as we present this, and I am 
honored and thank you all for coming 
on this piece of legislation. 

We have heard the numbers about 
how many police officers were killed in 
the line of duty in 2013 and 2014. It is a 
grave reminder that these attacks are 
too common in our communities. 

Last year, we mourned the loss of 
Jersey City Officer Melvin Santiago, 
who was killed in the line of duty re-
sponding to a gang-related robbery. Of-
ficer Santiago’s death set off a series of 
targeted threats against the Jersey po-
lice officers from the assailant’s fellow 
gang members. 

The grave risk that our law enforce-
ment officers face was tragically con-

firmed this past Christmas when on- 
duty New York Police Department Of-
ficers Ramos and Liu were murdered 
while simply sitting in their squad car. 

When threats like this occur, the 
rapid dissemination of critical, time- 
sensitive information is essential, and 
the national Blue Alert system would 
provide that in New Jersey and across 
our Nation. 

Regardless of what aspect you talk of 
about police work, law enforcement, 
talk must be followed by action. 

b 1745 
So cops, the police officers just don’t 

need a pat on the back from us while 
we place our grandchildren in the back 
of the car to see what it is like to sit 
in a police car. They need our actions 
here in Washington to help commu-
nities throughout America. 

So I thank Chairman GOODLATTE for 
putting this bill before us tonight and 
the other bills that will follow. 

Mr. GOODLATTE. I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, it 
is my pleasure to yield 2 minutes to 
the gentleman from Tennessee (Mr. 
COHEN), another distinguished gen-
tleman who has worked on these issues 
and is now the ranking member of the 
Constitution and Civil Justice Sub-
committee of the House Judiciary 
Committee. 

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, I want to 
thank the ranking member for the 
time; I want to thank the chairman for 
scheduling these bills; and particularly 
I want to thank the gentleman from 
Washington (Mr. REICHERT) and the 
gentleman from New Jersey (Mr. PAS-
CRELL) for bringing them. 

My first job out of law school was at-
torney for the Memphis Police Depart-
ment, and I served 31⁄2 years working as 
the attorney for the Memphis Police 
Department. I know that police are on 
the front lines of democracy in seeing 
that we have a society that can func-
tion and that we have people’s rights 
protected in a most direct way. 

The ranking member talked about 
the losses of the lives in New York of 
Officer Davis; the two officers this bill 
is named for, Officers Ramos and Liu; 
and then there were the two officers 
killed in Hattiesburg, Mississippi, each 
of which is tragic and each of which 
caused me to grieve and be mournful 
about the loss of these men’s lives in 
the course of duty. 

While we have some issues with law 
enforcement in certain areas, we need 
to have law enforcement; and the loss 
of any life of a law enforcement mem-
ber in the actions of their duties or be-
cause of their position is wrong, and we 
should have a system in place to appre-
hend and arrest somebody who, with 
probable cause, committed that crime. 

I also want to thank the chairman of 
the committee for scheduling a hearing 
next week on civil rights issues. These 
issues go together. No one should lose 
their life wrongfully. We must deal 
with these issues, and it is commend-
able. 

There are some good things hap-
pening in Congress. So many times I go 
home, and people talk about the acri-
mony and don’t we get along. Well, we 
get some things done, and we get some 
things done together, and the Judici-
ary Committee is doing some of those 
things. 

I want to thank the chairman and 
the ranking member, who is not here, 
for that. 

I am a proud sponsor of this bill. I 
hope everybody will vote for it and 
pass it. It will save some law enforce-
ment people’s lives. 

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, I 
have no further speakers, and if the 
gentlewoman from Texas is prepared to 
yield back, I am prepared to do the 
same. 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. I yield myself 
such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I was moved by all of 
the presentations that have been made 
here today, statements on the floor, by 
passionate Members of Congress. It re-
minded me of my time as a municipal 
court judge, seeing officers in clothing 
that would not be recognizable because 
they were undercover officers, seeking 
what we call probable cause warrants 
and trying to save communities. 

I think this legislation is extremely 
important in this week because what it 
says is that we can all get along, that 
we can pass legislation that deals with 
the pain of our law enforcement offi-
cers and commits us to the statement 
that we want them to go home to their 
families. At the same time, we can use 
the words ‘‘criminal justice reform’’ 
and not offend by saying it is to help 
everyone: our law enforcement officers 
and our civilians. 

I am also grateful that next week we 
will have the opportunity to hear a 
myriad of issues on this particular 
point. 

But as we come together this week, 
officers of the law will be coming to 
Washington, D.C., from all parts of the 
Nation. This legislation will make the 
statement that we want to coordinate, 
we want to establish advisory groups, 
we want to establish guidelines for 
States, and we want to provide assist-
ance to have the Blue Alert plans. 

As we have saved children through 
the AMBER Alerts and helped find sen-
ior citizens through the Silver Alerts, I 
want to make sure that we bring more 
officers home to their families by en-
suring that heinous criminals who are 
out to do them harm are caught before 
they do more harm. 

I also want to say that I look forward 
to working on legislation that deals 
with bringing us together and making 
sure that we address all of the con-
cerns. 

So I join today with the Fraternal 
Order of Police, the National Associa-
tion of Police Organizations, and the 
National Sheriffs’ Association in sup-
porting this legislation, S. 665. But 
more importantly, Mr. Speaker, I stand 
today mourning those who have been 
lost and joining our officers as they 
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converge upon the United States Cap-
itol, standing shoulder-to-shoulder. I 
want to say to them that America 
cares. We honor you; we mourn you; 
and we stand in assistance to you. 

I would like to introduce into the 
RECORD a list of officers killed in the 
line of duty in my own hometown of 
Houston, Texas, from the Houston Po-
lice Department. 

HOUSTON POLICE DEPARTMENT OFFICERS 
KILLED IN THE LINE OF DUTY 

LINE OF DUTY DEATHS: 112 
Assault: 1 
Automobile accident: 10 
Fire: 1 
Gunfire: 69 
Gunfire (Accidental): 2 
Heart attack: 2 
Motorcycle accident: 9 
Stabbed: 2 
Struck by vehicle: 5 
Vehicle pursuit: 1 
Vehicular assault: 10 

BY MONTH 
January: 12 
February: 7 
March: 12 
April: 10 
May: 7 
June: 15 
July: 5 
August: 14 
September: 9 
October: 6 
November: 6 
December: 9 

BY GENDER 
Male: 109 
Female: 3 
Police Officer Kevin Scott Will, Houston 

Police Department, EOW: Sunday, May 29, 
2011, Cause: Vehicular assault. 

Police Officer Eydelmen Mani, Houston 
Police Department, EOW: Wednesday, May 
19, 2010, Cause: Automobile accident. 

Police Officer Henry Canales, Houston Po-
lice Department, EOW: Tuesday, June 23, 
2009, Cause: Gunfire. 

Police Officer Timothy Scott Abernethy, 
Houston Police Department, EOW: Sunday, 
December 7, 2008, Cause: Gunfire. 

Police Officer Gary Allen Gryder, Houston 
Police Department, EOW: Sunday, June 29, 
2008, Cause: Vehicular assault. 

Officer Rodney Joseph Johnson, Houston 
Police Department, EOW: Thursday, Sep-
tember 21, 2006, Cause: Gunfire. 

Officer Reuben Becerra DeLeon, Jr., Hous-
ton Police Department, EOW: Wednesday, 
October 26, 2005, Cause: Gunfire. 

Police Officer Frank Manuel Cantu, Jr., 
Houston Police Department, EOW: Thursday, 
March 25, 2004, Cause: Vehicular assault. 

Police Officer Charles Roy Clark, Houston 
Police Department, EOW: Thursday, April 3, 
2003, Cause: Gunfire. 

Police Officer Keith Alan Dees, Houston 
Police Department, EOW: Thursday, March 
7, 2002, Cause: Motorcycle accident. 

Police Officer Alberto ‘‘Albert’’ Vasquez, 
Houston Police Department, EOW: Tuesday, 
May 22, 2001, Cause: Gunfire. 

Officer Dennis E. Holmes, Houston Police 
Department, EOW: Wednesday, January 10, 
2001, Cause: Heart attack. 

Police Officer Jerry Keith Stowe, Houston 
Police Department, EOW: Wednesday, Sep-
tember 20, 2000, Cause: Assault. 

Police Officer Troy Alan Blando, Houston 
Police Department, EOW: Wednesday, May 
19, 1999, Cause: Gunfire. 

Sergeant Kent Dean Kincaid, Houston Po-
lice Department, EOW: Saturday, May 23, 
1998, Cause: Gunfire. 

Police Officer Cuong Huy ‘‘Tony’’ Trinh, 
Houston Police Department, EOW: Sunday, 
April 6, 1997, Cause: Gunfire. 

Police Officer Dawn Suzanne Erickson, 
Houston Police Department, EOW: Sunday, 
December 24, 1995, Cause: Struck by vehicle. 

Police Officer David Michael Healy, Hous-
ton Police Department, EOW: Saturday, No-
vember 12, 1994, Cause: Automobile accident. 

Police Officer Guy P. Gaddis, Houston Po-
lice Department, EOW: Monday, January 31, 
1994, Cause: Gunfire. 

Police Officer Michael P. Roman, Houston 
Police Department, EOW: Thursday, January 
6, 1994, Cause: Vehicle pursuit. 

Sergeant Bruno David Soboleski, Houston 
Police Department, EOW: Friday, April 12, 
1991, Cause: Gunfire. 

Police Officer John Anthony Salvaggio, 
Houston Police Department, EOW: Sunday, 
November 25, 1990, Cause: Vehicular assault. 

Police Officer James Bruce Irby, Houston 
Police Department, EOW: Wednesday, June 
27, 1990, Cause: Gunfire. 

Police Officer James Charles Boswell, 
Houston Police Department, EOW: Saturday, 
December 9, 1989, Cause: Gunfire. 

Officer Fiorentino M. Garcia, Jr., Houston 
Police Department, EOW: Friday, November 
10, 1989, Cause: Motorcycle accident. 

Officer Elston Morris Howard, Houston Po-
lice Department, EOW: Wednesday, July 20, 
1988, Cause: Gunfire. 

Officer Andrew Winzer, Houston Police De-
partment, EOW: Thursday, February 18, 1988, 
Cause: Automobile accident. 

Officer Maria Michelle Groves, Houston 
Police Department, EOW: Friday, April 10, 
1987, Cause: Vehicular assault. 

Officer William Moss, Houston Airport Po-
lice Department, EOW: Monday, September 
12, 1983, Cause: Automobile accident. 

Police Officer Charles Robert Coates, II, 
Houston Police Department, EOW: Wednes-
day, February 23, 1983, Cause: Struck by ve-
hicle. 

Police Officer Kathleen C. Schaefer, Hous-
ton Police Department, EOW: Wednesday, 
August 18, 1982, Cause: Gunfire (Accidental). 

Officer James D. Harris, Houston Police 
Department, EOW: Tuesday, July 13, 1982, 
Cause: Gunfire. 

Detective Daryl W. Shirley, Houston Po-
lice Department, EOW: Wednesday, April 28, 
1982, Cause: Gunfire. 

Police Officer Winston J. Rawlins, Houston 
Police Department, EOW: Monday, March 29, 
1982, Cause: Fire. 

Police Officer William Edwin DeLeon, 
Houston Police Department, EOW: Monday, 
March 29, 1982, Cause: Vehicular assault. 

Police Officer Jose A. Zamarron, Houston 
Police Department, EOW: Saturday, April 18, 
1981, Cause: Vehicular assault. 

Detective Victor R. Wells, III, Houston Po-
lice Department, EOW: Thursday, October 2, 
1980, Cause: Gunfire. 

Deputy City Marshal Charles H. Baker, 
Houston City Marshal’s Office, EOW: Thurs-
day, August 16, 1979, Cause: Gunfire. 

Police Officer Timothy Lowe Hearn, Hous-
ton Police Department, EOW: Thursday, 
June 8, 1978, Cause: Gunfire. 

Police Officer James F. Kilty, Houston Po-
lice Department, EOW: Thursday, April 8, 
1976, Cause: Gunfire. 

Police Officer George G. Rojas, Houston 
Police Department, EOW: Wednesday, Janu-
ary 28, 1976, Cause: Stabbed. 

Police Officer Richard H. Calhoun, Houston 
Police Department, EOW: Friday, October 
to, 1975, Cause: Gunfire. 

Officer Francis Eddie Wright, Houston Po-
lice Department, EOW: Saturday, August 2, 
1975, Cause: Struck by vehicle. 

Police Officer Johnny Terrell Bamsch, 
Houston Police Department, EOW: Thursday, 
January 30, 1975, Cause: Gunfire. 

Police Officer Jerry Lawrence Riley, Hous-
ton Police Department, EOW: Tuesday, June 
18, 1974, Cause: Automobile accident. 

Police Officer David Huerta, Houston Po-
lice Department, EOW: Wednesday, Sep-
tember 19, 1973, Cause: Gunfire. 

Patrolman Antonio Guzman Jr., Houston 
Police Department, EOW: Tuesday, January 
9, 1973, Cause: Gunfire. 

Police Officer Jerry L. Spruill, Houston 
Police Department, EOW: Thursday, October 
26, 1972, Cause: Gunfire. 

Police Officer David Franklin Noel, Hous-
ton Police Department, EOW: Saturday, 
June 17, 1972, Cause: Stabbed. 

Police Officer Claude R. Beck, Houston Po-
lice Department, EOW: Friday, December 10, 
1971, Cause: Struck by vehicle. 

Police Officer Robert Wayne Lee, Houston 
Police Department, EOW: Sunday, January 
31, 1971, Cause: Gunfire. 

Police Officer Leon Griggs, Houston Police 
Department, EOW: Saturday, January 31, 
1970, Cause: Gunfire. 

Police Officer Kenneth L. Moody, Houston 
Police Department, EOW: Wednesday, No-
vember 26, 1969, Cause: Gunfire. 

Police Officer Bobby L. James, Houston 
Police Department, EOW: Wednesday, June 
26, 1968, Cause: Vehicular assault. 

Police Officer Ben Eddie Gerhart, Houston 
Police Department, EOW: Wednesday, June 
26, 1968, Cause: Gunfire. 

Police Officer Louis R. Kuba, Houston Po-
lice Department, EOW: Wednesday, May 17, 
1967, Cause: Gunfire. 

Police Officer Louis L. Sander, Houston 
Police Department, EOW: Saturday, January 
21, 1967, Cause: Gunfire. 

Police Officer Floyd T. DeLoach Jr., Hous-
ton Police Department, EOW: Wednesday, 
June 30, 1965, Cause: Gunfire . 

Police Officer Herbert N. Planer, Houston 
Police Department, EOW: Thursday, Feb-
ruary 18, 1965, Cause: Gunfire. 

Police Officer James Franklin Willis, 
Houston Police Department, EOW: Wednes-
day, July 1, 1964, Cause: Automobile acci-
dent. 

Sergeant Charles R. McDaniel, Houston 
Police Department, EOW: Sunday, August 4, 
1963, Cause: Automobile accident. 

Police Officer James T. Walker, Houston 
Police Department, EOW: Friday, March 8, 
1963, Cause: Motorcycle accident. 

Police Officer Gonzalo Q. Gonzalez, Hous-
ton Police Department, EOW: Sunday, Feb-
ruary 28, 1960, Cause: Automobile accident. 

Police Officer John W. Suttle, Houston Po-
lice Department, EOW: Monday, August 3, 
1959, Cause: Struck by vehicle. 

Police Officer C.E. Branon, Houston Police 
Department, EOW: Friday, March 20, 1959, 
Cause: Vehicular assault. 

Police Officer Noel R. Miller, Houston Po-
lice Department, EOW: Friday, June 6, 1958, 
Cause: Gunfire. 

Police Officer Robert Schultea, Houston 
Police Department, EOW: Saturday, August 
25, 1956, Cause: Gunfire. 

Auxiliary Officer Frank L. Kellogg, Hous-
ton Police Department, EOW: Wednesday, 
November 30, 1955, Cause: Gunfire. 

Captain Charles R. Gougenheim, Houston 
Police Department EOW: Saturday, April 30, 
1955, Cause: Gunfire. 

Police Officer Jack B. Beets, Houston Po-
lice Department EOW: Saturday, April 30, 
1955 Cause: Gunfire. 

Police Officer Fred Maddox Jr., Houston 
Police Department, EOW: Wednesday, Feb-
ruary 24, 1954, Cause: Gunfire. 

Police Officer Smith Anderson ‘‘Buster’’ 
Kent, Houston Police Department, EOW: 
Tuesday, January 12, 1954, Cause: Motorcycle 
accident. 

Police Officer Howard B. Hammond, Hous-
ton Police Department, EOW: Sunday, Au-
gust 18, 1946, Cause: Gunfire. 
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Police Officer George D. Edwards, Houston 

Police Department, EOW: Friday, June 30, 
1939, Cause: Gunfire. 

Police Officer M.E. Palmer, Houston Police 
Department, EOW: Thursday, March 24, 1938, 
Cause: Gunfire. 

Police Officer A.P. Martial, Houston Police 
Department EOW: Monday, November 8, 1937 
Cause: Automobile accident. 

Police Officer James T. Gambill, Houston 
Police Department EOW: Tuesday, December 
1, 1936 Cause: Heart attack. 

Detective Rempsey H. Sullivan, Houston 
Police Department EOW: Saturday, March 9, 
1935 Cause: Gunfire. 

Officer Harry T. Mereness, Houston Police 
Department, EOW: Wednesday, October 18, 
1933, Cause: Motorcycle accident. 

Officer J.D. Landry, Houston Police De-
partment, EOW: Wednesday, December 3, 
1930, Cause: Motorcycle accident. 

Officer Willie Bonner Phares, Houston Po-
lice Department, EOW: Tuesday, September 
30, 1930, Cause: Gunfire. 

Officer Edward D. Fitzgerald, Houston Po-
lice Department, EOW: Saturday, September 
20, 1930, Cause: Gunfire. 

Motorcycle Officer C.F. Thomas, Houston 
Police Department, EOW: Tuesday, Decem-
ber 17, 1929, Cause: Motorcycle accident. 

Detective Ed Jones, Houston Police De-
partment, EOW: Friday, September 13, 1929, 
Cause. Gunfire. 

Detective Oscar Hope, Houston Police De-
partment, EOW: Saturday, June 22, 1929, 
Cause: Gunfire. 

Detective A. Worth Davis, Houston Police 
Department, EOW: Sunday, June 17, 1928 
Cause: Gunfire. 

Detective Carl Greene, Houston Police De-
partment, EOW: Wednesday, March 14, 1928, 
Cause: Gunfire. 

Officer R. Q. Wells, Houston Police Depart-
ment, EOW: Saturday, July 30, 1927, Cause: 
Automobile accident. 

Officer Perry P. Jones, Houston Police De-
partment, EOW: Sunday, January 30, 1927, 
Cause: Gunfire. 

Detective E. C. Chavez, Houston Police De-
partment, EOW: Thursday, September 17, 
1925 Cause: Gunfire. 

Detective Pete Corrales, Houston Police 
Department, EOW: Sunday, January 25, 1925, 
Cause: Gunfire. 

Officer J. Clark Etheridge, Houston Police 
Department, EOW: Saturday, August 23, 1924, 
Cause: Motorcycle accident. 

Police Officer George Benard Crawford, 
Magnolia Park Police Department, EOW: 
Saturday, September 17, 1921, Cause: Motor-
cycle accident. 

Police Officer Dave Murdock, Houston Po-
lice Department, EOW: Monday, June 27, 
1921, Cause: Gunfire. 

Officer Jeter Young, Houston Police De-
partment, EOW: Sunday, June 19, 1921, 
Cause: Vehicular assault. 

Detective Johnnie Davidson, Houston Po-
lice Department, EOW: Saturday, February 
19, 1921, Cause: Gunfire. 

Police Officer Ira Raney, Houston Police 
Department, EOW: Thursday, August 23, 
1917, Cause: Gunfire. 

Police Officer Ross Patton, Houston Police 
Department, EOW: Thursday, August 23, 
1917, Cause: Gunfire. 

Police Officer Horace Moody, Houston Po-
lice Department, EOW: Thursday, August 23, 
1917, Cause: Gunfire. 

Police Officer E. G. Meinke, Houston Po-
lice Department, EOW: Thursday, August 23, 
1917, Cause: Gunfire. 

Police Officer Rufus E. Daniels, Houston 
Police Department, EOW: Thursday, August 
23, 1917, Cause: Gunfire. 

Detective Isaac Parson, Houston Police De-
partment, EOW: Sunday, May 24, 1914, Cause: 
Gunfire (Accidental). 

Detective Joseph Robert Free, Houston Po-
lice Department, EOW: Friday, October 18, 
1912, Cause: Gunfire. 

Officer John M. Cain, Houston Police De-
partment, EOW: Thursday, August 3, 1911, 
Cause: Gunfire. 

Deputy Chief William E. Murphy, Houston 
Police Department, EOW: Friday, April 1, 
1910, Cause: Gunfire. 

Police Officer John C. James, Houston Po-
lice Department, EOW: Thursday, December 
12, 1901, Cause: Gunfire. 

Police Officer Herman Youngst, Houston 
Police Department, EOW: Thursday, Decem-
ber 12, 1901, Cause: Gunfire. 

Officer William F. Weiss Houston Police 
Department, EOW: Tuesday, July 30, 1901, 
Cause: Gunfire. 

Officer James E. Fenn, Houston Police De-
partment, EOW: Sunday, March 15, 1891, 
Cause: Gunfire. 

Officer Henry Williams, Houston Police 
Department, EOW: Monday, February 8, 1886, 
Cause: Gunfire. 

Patrolman Richard Snow, Houston Police 
Department, EOW: Friday, March 17, 1882, 
Cause: Gunfire. 

Officer C. Edward Foley, Houston Police 
Department, EOW: Saturday, March 10, 1860 
Cause: Gunfire. 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I 
will close with a prayer that those who 
are already lost will know that we pray 
for their eternal rest, and for those 
who live, that we pray for their contin-
ued service to this Nation. 

Mr. Speaker, as a senior Member of the 
House Judiciary Committee; as the Ranking 
Member of the Subcommittee on Crime, Ter-
rorism, Homeland Security, and Investigations; 
as the representative from Houston, which has 
one of the Nation’s most effective police de-
partments; and as a co-sponsor of the House 
companion measure, I rise in strong support of 
S. 665, the ‘‘Rafael Ramos and Wenjian Liu 
National Blue Alert Act of 2015.’’ 

Every day, more than 900,000 officers pro-
tect and serve the people of the United States. 
On average, one law enforcement officer is 
killed in the line of duty every 58 hours. And, 
each year, there is an average of 58,930 as-
saults on our law enforcement officers, result-
ing in 15,404 injuries. 

Just yesterday, in Hattiesburg, Mississippi, a 
community held a memorial for two dedicated 
public servants fatally shot during a traffic stop 
on Saturday night. Married and the father of 
two, Benjamin Deen, a 34-year-old K–9 offi-
cer, was recognized in 2012 as the Hatties-
burg ‘‘Officer of the Year.’’ Liquori Tate, just 
25 years old, fulfilled a childhood dream when 
he graduated the police academy and joined 
the police force less than one year ago. For 
the community of Hattiesburg, these senseless 
deaths of on duty officers are the first in three 
decades. 

Hattiesburg is not alone in these tragic de-
velopments. Law enforcement fatalities in the 
U.S. rose 24 percent in 2014, reversing two 
years of significant decline. The number of law 
enforcement officers killed in the line of duty 
rose from 102 in 2013 to 126 in 2014. Prelimi-
nary statistics released yesterday by the FBI 
show that 51 law enforcement officers were 
feloniously killed in the line of duty in 2014. 
This is an increase of almost 89 percent when 
compared to the 27 killed in 2013. And, of 
those 51 felonious deaths, offenders used fire-
arms in 46. 

Just one day before this tragedy in Mis-
sissippi, Officer Brian Moore was laid to rest 

thousands of miles away in Long Island, New 
York. Around 6 p.m. on a Saturday, Moore 
and his partner came upon the gunman. After 
identifying himself as a police officer, and ask-
ing the gunman about the object in his waist-
band, the gunman fatally shot Moore in the 
face. Moore was just 20 years old when he 
joined the New York Police Department and, 
over five years of service, he earned two med-
als for meritorious police duty and two for ex-
cellent police duty. 

The killing of Officer Moore in New York 
City comes on the heels of the December 
killings of NYPD Officers Rafael Ramos and 
Wenjian Liu, for whom the legislation before 
us memorializes. These officers were killed on 
a Saturday afternoon, while sitting in their 
parked patrol car, by a man who had shared 
his intent to kill police officers on social media. 
This man traveled from Maryland to New York 
to execute his plan. Unfortunately, at the same 
time Maryland authorities were warning the 
NYPD of this threat, Officers Ramos and Liu 
were being assassinated. 

Benjamin Dean, Liquori Tate, Brian Moore, 
Rafael Ramos, and Wenjian Liu—these fallen 
heroes join the more than 20,000 U.S. law en-
forcement officers who have made the ulti-
mate sacrifice since the first known line-of- 
duty death in 1791, nearly 1,700 of whom hail 
from my home state of Texas and 121 from 
the Houston Police Department. 

The brave men and women who risk their 
lives to keep the peace and keep us safe are 
too often taken by the violence they are work-
ing to prevent. So when a law enforcement of-
ficer is seriously injured or killed, rapid dis-
semination of information about the suspected 
criminal is critical to ensuring justice for that 
officer and keeping the public safe. 

These officers deserve more than just a re-
sponse after violence, they deserve an effec-
tive, nationwide system that can widely dis-
seminate advance warnings when an immi-
nent and credible threat is made against them. 

Having in place such a system could be the 
difference between life and death. And, for Of-
ficers Ramos and Liu, having such a system 
in place may have given them a fighting 
chance. The measure before us seeks to meet 
these safety challenges by putting in place 
such a system. 

The Blue Alert system is modeled after the 
Amber Alert and the Silver Alert programs, 
which have been very successful in finding ab-
ducted children and missing seniors. Currently 
22 states, including my home state of Texas, 
have local Blue Alert programs in operation. 
There is no national system, however, to co-
ordinate alerts across multiple state lines. 

This legislation addresses this gap by direct-
ing the Attorney General to establish a na-
tional communications network within the De-
partment of Justice to disseminate information 
when an officer is seriously injured or killed in 
the line of duty, or the target of an imminent, 
credible threat to do the same, and assign a 
Department of Justice officer to act as the na-
tional coordinator of the Blue Alert Network. 

The National Blue Alert Coordinator will— 
(1) provide assistance to states and local 

governments using Blue Alert plans; 
(2) establish voluntary guidelines for states 

and local governments for developing these 
plans; develop protocols for efforts to appre-
hend suspects; 

(3) work with states to ensure regional co-
ordination of various elements of the network; 
and 
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(4) establish advisory groups, to assist 

states, local governments, law enforcement 
agencies and other entities in initiating, facili-
tating, and promoting Blue Alerts through the 
network. 

The Coordinator will also determine what 
procedures and practices to use in notifying 
law enforcement and the public when a law 
enforcement officer is killed or seriously in-
jured in the line of duty, or is the target of an 
imminent, credible threat to do the same, and 
which procedures and practices are the most 
cost effective to implement. 

Mr. Speaker, it is time to expand this excel-
lent program nationwide. Passage of S. 665 
will not prevent the loss of all brave law en-
forcement officials in the future, but it can 
help. Even if it saves one life, and enables 
one officer to return safely home to his or her 
loved ones, this legislation will have proven its 
value. 

It is particularly timely that we consider this 
measure during National Police Week. 

This week is a special occasion during 
which we recognize our law enforcement offi-
cers and honor those who lost their lives in 
the line of duty. But it would be careless not 
to also reflect on the events that are unfolding 
across the Nation in response to tragic inci-
dents involving the use of lethal force against 
unarmed citizens. 

The measure before us will enhance officer 
safety, which should always be one of our 
major concerns, but the issuance of alerts 
alone is not enough. The safety of law en-
forcement officers and community members 
are undeniably intertwined, but recent events 
have made it clear that the mutual trust and 
respect necessary for this relationship needs 
to be strengthened. 

If we are to succeed in the vital mission of 
building trust and mutual respect between law 
enforcement and the communities they serve, 
we must work to really see each other. We 
must also work to understand each other’s re-
ality. 

Citizens need to see the risks and dangers 
the men and women of law enforcement expe-
rience when they put on their badge. Law en-
forcement needs to see the same risks and 
dangers men and women in their communities 
experience when they walk down the street or 
drive their cars. We must see that we are not 
enemies and we must commit to addressing 
these problems in a productive and nonviolent 
manner. 

In order to fully see each other, we need to 
gain a clear picture of what is happening in 
our communities. The lack of comprehensive 
and reliable data feeds into this distrust and is 
an obstacle to moving us forward. 

As stated by FBI Director Comey, we can-
not effectively address concerns about ‘‘use of 
force’’ policies and officer-involved shootings if 
we do not have a firm grasp on the demo-
graphics and circumstances of such incidents. 

That is why I have introduced H.R. 1810, 
the CADET Act, which would mandate the 
data collection and analysis necessary to 
properly educate and train law enforcement. 
We simply cannot have an informed discus-
sion about sound policy if we do not improve 
the way we collect and analyze data. 

But it does not stop there. If we are to truly 
succeed in this mission, we in Congress must 
have a frank conversation about the policies 
we have enacted that have caused and exac-
erbated this distrust. 

We must recognize the role that our actions 
have played in constructing a criminal justice 
system that creates more criminals and vic-
tims than justice. And, we must do our part by 
taking up the task of reforming our criminal 
justice system so that it is fairer and delivers 
equal justice to all persons. 

Mr. Speaker, I support this bipartisan legis-
lation because it increases safety for us all 
and it is an important step towards repairing 
the relationship between law enforcement and 
the communities that they serve. 

Accordingly, I urge my colleagues to join 
me, the Fraternal Order of Police, the National 
Association of Police Organizations, and the 
National Sheriffs Association in supporting S. 
665. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, I 

urge my colleagues to support this 
good and important legislation, and I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
YOUNG of Iowa). The question is on the 
motion offered by the gentleman from 
Virginia (Mr. GOODLATTE) that the 
House suspend the rules and pass the 
bill, S. 665. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

DON’T TAX OUR FALLEN PUBLIC 
SAFETY HEROES ACT 

Mr. REICHERT. Mr. Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 606) to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to exclude certain 
compensation received by public safety 
officers and their dependents from 
gross income. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 606 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Don’t Tax 
Our Fallen Public Safety Heroes Act’’. 
SEC. 2. EXCLUSION OF CERTAIN COMPENSATION 

RECEIVED BY PUBLIC SAFETY OFFI-
CERS AND THEIR DEPENDENTS. 

Subsection (a) of section 104 of the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 is amended by striking 
‘‘and’’ at the end of paragraph (4), by strik-
ing the period at the end of paragraph (5) and 
inserting ‘‘; and’’, and by inserting after 
paragraph (5) the following new paragraph: 

‘‘(6) amounts received pursuant to— 
‘‘(A) section 1201 of the Omnibus Crime 

Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968 (42 
U.S.C. 3796); or 

‘‘(B) a program established under the laws 
of any State which provides monetary com-
pensation for surviving dependents of a pub-
lic safety officer who has died as the direct 
and proximate result of a personal injury 
sustained in the line of duty, 
except that subparagraph (B) shall not apply 
to any amounts that would have been pay-
able if death of the public safety officer had 
occurred other than as the direct and proxi-
mate result of a personal injury sustained in 
the line of duty.’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 

Washington (Mr. REICHERT) and the 
gentleman from New Jersey (Mr. PAS-
CRELL) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Washington. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. REICHERT. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days within 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include statements and ex-
traneous material on H.R. 606 currently 
under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Washington? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. REICHERT. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I would like to thank 

my friend and colleague from Min-
nesota (Mr. PAULSEN), who is also a 
member of the Ways and Means Com-
mittee, for introducing the legislation 
that we are considering today. 

Mr. PAULSEN has been a great cham-
pion for our Nation’s law enforcement, 
and this bill will provide much-needed 
relief to the families of fallen public 
safety officers. 

As we celebrate National Police 
Week, we are reminded of the sacrifices 
of our many brave men and women who 
wear the badge. 

When law enforcement officers pay 
the ultimate price and give their lives 
in the line of duty, we have a responsi-
bility to help take care of the families 
that they leave behind. 

For too long, the law has been silent 
on whether the benefits surviving 
spouses and dependents receive 
through State and Federal Public Safe-
ty Officers’ Benefits programs are sub-
ject to Federal income tax. This bill 
will remove all ambiguity and codify 
the IRS’ 1977 ruling that PSOB benefits 
should not be subject to taxation. 

When a public safety officer has been 
catastrophically injured or killed in 
the line of duty, their families should 
not also have to deal with paying taxes 
on the benefits they receive after that 
loved one has paid the ultimate price 
while protecting their fellow Ameri-
cans. The sacrifices of our men and 
women who wear the badge keep us 
safe, and now we have the opportunity 
to help provide for those that they 
leave behind. 

With that, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. PASCRELL. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

I thank both Chairman RYAN and 
Ranking Member LEVIN of the Ways 
and Means Committee for allowing the 
bill coming to the floor today, and I 
thank my good friends Representatives 
PAULSEN and REICHERT, my co-chair, 
for presenting this bill with me and for 
their continued support of our law en-
forcement. 

Our public safety officers make ex-
traordinary sacrifices to protect our 
communities by putting their lives on 
the line day in and day out. 

Members take an oath after we are 
elected. The first part of the oath, our 
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